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Reasons why the Gospel is not more suc- 
cessful. 


In order that the gospel should ran and | 


have success among mankind ; and, espe- 
cially,that it should succeed among the hea- 
then § there are several things, which are 
necessary to be understood. I contend, 
that even the heathen have more light re- 
specting the gospel itself, than many, a- 
mong us, are willing taallow. They are 
not totally depraved; nor are they totally 
blind. The same God, who is our Father, 
is their Father ; He, who redeemed us, 
redeemed them ; the same spirit enlight- 
ens both them and ourselves,and that good- 
ness and mercy, which are the ground of 
hope in us, are the ground of hope in them. 
Equally with ourselves, they are prisoners 
of hope. Although, in this life, our reli- 
gious enjoyments depend vupon our 
knowledge, and are in proportion to it ;— 
yet our future bliss does not rest on the 
foundation of the greatness or smallness of 
our knowledge here. Froma careful pe- 
rusal of the sacred writings, and from the 
best evidences from my own feelings and 
experience ; I am convinced, that eternal 
life, asthe gift of God, is secured for all 
Adam’s family ; the consequence is, that 
the heathen have eternal life secured to 
them, equally, with the christian world ; 
and that this security of eternal life is e- 
qual for all nations, all families and all 
kindred of the earth. 

This security is the ground of that hope, 
which always springs vp inthe human 
heart. 

Now if the above be a correct statement, 
we shall have matter for several important 
remarks. If the statement be not correct, 
we will thank any person to point it out ; 
and the columns of this paper shall be at 
bis or their service forthe above purpose. 








We do not mean Ly this to challenge any 
one to a combat on this subject, or to treat 
any one thus engaging, on any other prin- 
ciple, than that of candor and christian 
simplicity. But if the above statement be 
erroneous ; I should think, that those, who 
view it in that point of light; who view 
it so dangerous, and, eventually, so des- 
tructive to men’s eternal bliss, ought, as a 
duty, which they owe to God and their 
fellow creatures, to step forth in vindica- 
tion of the truth and the condemnation of 
error, which, many of them say, is coming 
in like a flood. Why should Israe}’s watch- 
men be asleep, whien the enemy is within 
the wall! Why should the sacred cause 
of truth be suffered to bleed and die, be- 
ing transfixed by the deadly arrows of its 
enemies ; and no one to stand in its de- 
fence!!! | ‘ 
Remarks on the above Statement. 


We remark upon the little success of 
the gospel, both in the christian world and 
among the heathen, and give the following 
as our reasons. 

1. It is not the gospel, which is preach- 
ed. Itis something, whichis called the 
gospel, but it isnot the gospel. The Law, 
instead of the gospel, is the matter of tha 
preaching of almost every limitarian preach. 
eronearth. Grace and mercy are often 
mentioned, &c. &c. But the great matter 
of preaching is legal. One argument is 
sufficient. If faith & repentance secure eter- 
nal; life then eternal life was not secured 
before : but our limitarians insist, that faith 
and repentance do secure eternal life ;— 
therefore it was not secure before. Thus 
eternal life as God’s vift is out of the ques- 
tion ; and the hope of men is built on this, 
that they have repented and believed. 

Men, who are instructed in this way, 
build their hope of life on their act of faith 
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and repentance, as much as if they had 
kept the law, as the condition of eternal 
life. Indeed all preachers, of this quality, 
say and repeat it, that faith and repentance 
are conditions or terms of eternal life. If 
salvation depends on conditions which we 
perform ; then it is legal, let those condi- 
tions be what they may ; grace is made 
void and the promise of none effect. On 
the other hand they say,if you do not re- 
pent and believe you will ba damned to all 
eternity : in this case, God has given no 
eternal life, for if he had our unbelief could 
not bave destroyed it. 

So that according to all their preaching, 
our sin and unbeiief procures eternal death; 
our reformation, repentance and faith pro- 
cures eterna! iife. Now who can see any 
gospel or grace in all this? there is none ; 
it is all legal. Thus the gospel, so called, 
is preached. Ihave for years made this 
observation and I find it to be invariably 
true. Thus are mankind cheated with a 
trumpet, which gives an uncertain sound. 
‘Lhe consequence is, there are none, who 
prepares himself to the battle: The gos- 
pel is not glorified because, it is not preach- 
ed. The same round of duties and con- 
ditions are preached with little or no effect; 
and yet ihere isno real concern in those, 
who preach ; tor in those, who hear. 

If such a gospe? has but little success at 
home ; can. it be supposed that it will have 
greater success abroad? Willthe heathen 
more readily embrace such a gospel, than 
the nominal christian here? I think rot. 

But let the heathen know, the true state 
of the clristian worl? 5 the religious tyre 
anny of its teaclicrs 5 the persecutions,and 
crueliies, which Save been inflicted 5 the 
oppression to extort moneys let them be ac- 
Gg iainted with cue barbarities of Enrope,in 
Fu port of the clergy; their wars and blood- 
shed, their avimesiuies and hatreds fat them 
know the true state avd character of reli- 
gion in this country ; and then say,wheth- 
er the hesthen wonid consider an altera- 
tion 10 their situation to be a blessing or 
not? 


{iis presumed, that they woald reject 





both the preachers and the pretended gos- 
pel, which they brought. 
(To be continued. ) 


i 
For the Gospel Advocate, 


A few sabbaths since, one of the clergy. 
men of this village quoted, as a thousand 
have done before him, the 46th verse of the 
25th chapterof Matthew, to prove that 
some men will be endlessly miserable in a 
fatare state of existence. To show this 
man, and all who think with him, the ab- 
surdity of this application of the text, I call 
their attention to the following examina- 
tion. 

The 46th verse, which was quoted, i8 
the last verse in the 25th chapter. The 
reader, by turning back to the 3ist, 32d 
and 33d verses of the same chapter, will 
find these words: *¢ When the Son of man 
shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throng of his glory: and before him shall 
be gathered all nations; and he shall sepa- 
rate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth bis sheep from the goats: and he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but 
the goats on the left.” From the 33d 
verse to the end of the 45th, is a continued 
dialogue, carried on among the parties, and 
the 46th verse, which ends the chapter, 
contains the sentence, which runs thus: 
“ And these, [speaking to those on the left 
hand,| shall go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment, but the righteous into life eternal.” 
Lt is granted by all, that the time for pas- 
sing doom upon the wicked, is fixed to that 
same time when the Son of man has or 
shall come in his glory. The only ques- 
riow then is, has the Son of man come in his 
glory, &c. or is he yetso to come? A care- 
ful perusal of the following passages of 
scripture, will furnish the answer. 

Matthew, x 23. “ But when they perse- 
cute you in this city, flee ye into another: 
for verily Lsay unto you, ye shall not have 
gone over the cities of Israej till the Son 
of man be come.” 

Matthew, xvi. 27,28.” For the Son of 
man shall come in the glory of his Father, 
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with his angels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works. Veri- 
ly I say unto you, there be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till 
they see the Son of man coming in his king- 
dom.” [Here the reader is requested to 
turn to, and read the Slst verse of 25th of 
Matthew. ] 

Mark, viii. 38, and Mark, ix. 1. “ Who- 
soever, therefore, shail be ashamed of me, 
and of my words, in this adulterous and 
sinful generation; of him also shall the 
Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh 
in the glory of his Father, with the holy 
angels. And he said unto them, verily I 
say unto yuu, that there be some of them 
that stand here, which shall not taste of 
death, till they have seen the kingdom of 
God come with power.” [The reader will 
please recollect that the scriptures, when 
written were not divided into chapters ; 
and the separation of the two verses last 
quoted, annihilates the meaning of both.] 
Mark, xiii, 24 to 30 inclusive.” Bat in 
those days, after that tribulation, [the des- 
truction of the temple, &c. described in the 
preceding verse, | the sun shal be darkened 
and the moon shall not give her light; and 
the stars of heaven shall fall, and the pow- 
ers that are in heaven shall be shaken.— 
And then [near 1800 years ago] shall they 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds, 
with great power and glory. And then 
shall he send his angels, and shall gather 
together his elect from the*four winds, 
from the uttermost part of the earth to the 
uttermost part of heaven. Now dearn the 
parable of the fig-tree: when her branch is 
yet tender, and putteth forth leaves ye 
know that summer is near: so ye, in hke 


ther’s, and of the holy angels. But I tell 
you of a truth, there be some standing here, 
which shall not taste death, till they see 
the kingdom of God.” 

Luke xxi. verses 25 to 32 inclusive.— 
“¢ And there shall be signs in the sun, and 
in the moon, and in the stars ; and upon 
the earth distress of nations, with perplex. 
ity; the sea and the waves roaring ; men’s 
hearts failing them for fear, and for look. 
ing after those things which are coming 
on the earth: for the powers of heaven 
suiall be shaker. And then shall they see 
the Son of man coming in a cloud and great 
glory. And when these things begin to 
come to pass, then look vp and lift up your 
heads : for your redemption draweth nigh. 
And he spake to them. a parable; behold 
the fig-tree, and all the trees; where they 
now shoot forth, ye see, and know of your- 
selves, that summer is now high at hand 
So likewise ye, when ye see these things 
come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of 
God is nigh at hand. Verily Isay unto 
you, this generation shall not pass away, 
till-ALL be fulfilled.” 

Rev, xxii. 12. And, behold, I come 
quickly ; and my remark is with me, to 
give every man according as his work shall 
be.” 

From these several texts, it is very evi- 
dent, that the coming of the Son ef man, 
in his glory, &c. to reward every man ac- 
cording to his works, &c. was during the 
time that those to whom these things were 
spoken, were upon this earth; in other 
words, it was during that generation. This 
being the case, it follows that tho punish- 
ment spoken of in the 46th verse of the 35th 
of Matthew, was inflicted before the gen- 





manner, when ye shall see these things | 
come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at | 
the doors, Verily I say unto you, that| 
this generation shall not pass, ti!l ALL! 
[mark, reader ; it is not a part, buat ALL]. 
these things be done,”? | 

Luke, ix. 26, 27. “For, whosoever shall | 
be ashamed of me, and of my words, of him | 
shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he | 
shall come in his own glory, and in his Fa- | 


eration which was then upon earth, bad 
passed away. Having clearly shown, that 
this text cannot propetly be applied as 
it frequently is, to some punishment in a 
future state of existence, 1 have only to 
add that, should any still contend that such 
application is proper, they will confer a fa- 
vor by showing their authority. H. 


Open rebuke js better than secret iove. 
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'monstrances of faithful friends—his feel- 
ANOTHER VICTIM | ings were callous to the entreaties of aflec- 
To the Doctrines of Endless Torture. ‘tion—hisear was shut against warning— 
Messrs. Editors,—By inserting the fol- “his mind was unassailable by argument.— 
lowing communication with the remarks | In this state he remained for years. He was 
thereon, in your useful Magazine, from retiring, reserved, clouded in bis aspect, 
the § Christian Spectator,’ you will oblige and notwithstanding his apparent peace,his 
a constant reader. A FRIEND To JusTice. | mind was probably corroded with habitual 
The following statement of a fact, is discontent. 
communicated ihe belief that it may be| “I often visited the house, and occasion- 
instrumental in saving some froma simi-' ally found opportunities of addressing him 
lar error and catastrophe. _|directly. I frequently enh him “ 
In my parish lived J. W. anindustri-|specting his views of religion, but cou 
ous rami ty prosperous in business, single, rately obtain a reply, and then only as ne- 
sober,a good neighbor, and ina worldly | cessity constrained him, for the sake of 
view, an estimable man. He lived 55 years, | passing off the conversation. I pressed 
In the early part of his life, and to the him with the absurdity of Xs ne warn- 
age of about thirty, he had been a habitu- | ed him of his danger, urged him by every 
al attendant on i public worship of God. | motive to attend to the public exercises of 
For several years, his mind had been un-| the sabbath, and to other duties, but all in 
der serious impressions, and at some sea.| vain. He had fixed the principles of his 
sons his exercises were of a strong charac- | mind, that to avoid all instruction would be 
ter, which led him to inquire ¢ what he muat | the happiest course for him ; and although 
doto be saved,’? urged him to seek the; he made no attempt to defend it by argu- 
conversation of his minister, and to be mach ment, he was inflexible. - 
employed in religious concerns. But he; ‘ Towards the close of his life, his mind 
quenched the spirit. He grew weary un- | was greatly, distressed, and at length his 
der such anxieties, and sought relief by a horror became insupportable. Month ai 
desperate expedient, viz. by taking shelter, ter month he appeared more disconsolate, 
under wilful ignorance. He was well ap- quitted his business,seemed in a deep study, 
prised that his responsibility must be pro. | occasioned alarm to his friends, and a bur- 
portioned to his knowledge, but seemed to den to himself. lL visited him, though not 
have overlooked the truth, that he was ac- ,at bisrequest, for he had no wish to see 
countable for the means of acquisition, me. Inthis interview he was more free 
and for all his advantages, as well as for. in conversation than I had ever known him 
the knowledge which he actually possessed. | to be. He was in great agitation and dis- 
He therefore resolved to envelop himself, ' tress of mind,ard he wished that God would 
as fac as possible, inignorance. He en- immediately take him out of the world.— 
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From the Boston Universalist Magazine. 








a 





POS aR ae i me, — . . 


tirely forsook the house of God, and all 
religious meetings, abandoned every ats 
tempt at prayer, shunned his minister, shut 
up his bible, and wished to avoid every 
word andevery thought which related to 
God and religion. To inquiries into the 
reasons of his conduct, he uniformly repli- 
ed, that he wished to lighten his condem- 
nation by excluding knowledge; and he 
would gladly have been changed to a hea- 
then or a beast, as faras religious infor. 
mation was concerned. He refused the re- 


I took the bible and explained the gospel! to 
him, but he had no ear tu bear. I asked 
him whether he head tke bible, to which 
he replied in the negative, adding that he 
had not read it fora long time, and thathe 
could not endure to read it. asked him 
if he prayed, to which his reply was, that 
he could not pray, and that neither the bi- 
ble nor prayer could do him any good.— 
He didnot, however, forbid me to pray 
with him. There had been a time, 


_he said, when he might have found the 
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blessings of religion, but that period had 
long since departed—his fate was now set- 
tled—and the sooner he was oot of the 
world the better. Iendeavored to alarm 
him by presenting a view of the tendency 
of such sentiments, but without effect.— 
Within a week, he was found in the mor- 
ning, suspended by the neck, dead. 

«J would suggest the following reflect- 
ions on this melancholy case. 

“¢1, How empty and unsatisfying is the 
world without God. This man had an a- 
bundance. He chose a close retreat for 
the purpose of destroying himself, and 
there he hung, a dreadful spectacle, sur- 
rounded by his treasures. A wounded spt- 
rit who can bear ? 

“2. Awakened sinners always resist 
the Holy Ghost. They see in some mea- 
sure their condition, but they will not sub. 
mit toGod. ‘Their opposition to the di- 
vine character is the only cause of their 
distress. What a wonder of mercy that 
any are conquered and saved. So then 
hath he mercy on whom he will have mer- 
ey. 

«© 3. Men are as certainly accountable 
for wiiful ignorance, as for perverted 
knowledge. Neglecters of public worship 
are answerable for all the instructions 
which they might bave received from their 
spiritual watchmen. 

‘4. Those who forsake the house of 
God, or live in the neglect of divine ap- 
pointments, are likely to ruin their own 


souls. Yours, &c. B. 
“ October, 1822.” 
REMARKS. 


We are not informed whi this unhappy 
man was, designated by ‘J. W.’ or where 
he resided. But we are told that he was 
an industrious farmer, prosperous in his 
business, sober, a good neighbor, and an 
estimable man. Neither are we told who 
Mr. § B.’ was, but presume by the publica- 
tion in which the melancholy story is found 
he must be a Calvinist preacher, most like- 
ly of the Baptist persuasion. It seems 
that the poor man had for some years at. 





tended seriously tothat religion, no doubt 


with an intention to satisfy his mind, if 
possible, inthat belief. According to the 
character given, he must have possessed tov 
much good sense to receive the awful ab- 
surdities contained in that doctrine, and 
not a sofficient degree of vanity to presume 
(much less firmly believe) he had a right 
to consider himself one of the favored few, 
exclusively eppointed to salvation, while 
the great body of his fellow beings were 
doomed to endless woe, and perhaps much 
less able to see the justice or propriety of 
the non-elect being eternally damned, for 
not believing they were of the elect, for 
it is well known such preachers buldly de- 
clare that they who are not elected are 
endlessly damned for unbelief, when they 
know, and some of them acknowledge, 
there is nothing they can possibly believe 
which cansave them, and shonid they have 
the confidence to beiieve they had eternal 
life in Christ (the fact not being true) they 
must perish at last, with a lie in their right 
hand. It is reasonably to be suppused this 
unhappy man was, no douht, wearied and 
perplexed with a repetition of such incon- 
sistencies, and at length gave himself up to 
despair-of ever obtaining an inheritance a- 
mong them which are sanctified. And to 
add to his distress, no doubt he was often 
reminded of the dovble condemnation 
which awaited such as were blessed with 
the means of grace, and with superior 
knowledge of divine things, shoutd they 
not come up to their standard ot orthodoxy, 
of which he had given up all hope. At 
length he came to a determination to pro- 
ceed no farther, least he should still add to 
the dreadful weight of the misery which a- 
waited hia, and withdrew from their soci- 
ety. 

But alas! he had gone too far. He 
could not forget the gloomy ideas, early 
implanted inhis breast, of the wrathful, 
uorelenting, and merciless character of 
God in a future state, all which considera- 
tions loading him with such an insupporta- 
ble weight of distress, that in a fit of des- 
pair heis tempted to put a periodto his — 
present existence. 
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~ Father of mercies how long wilt thou 
permit the god of this world to blind the 
minds of the children of men, and keep 





out of their sight the things which belong 
to their peace, and doth not a just ve, 
righteous retribution await those who by} 
their hard speeches uttered against thee, 
have cansed a weak brother to perish for 
whom Christ died. AFRIEND TO JUSTICE. 





The following well written editorial ar. 
ticle, though published in the Beston Ga- 
laxy, a newspaper conducted with much 
spirit and intelligence, is re-printed here as 
equally applicable to the meridian of New- 
York. We hold fanaticism and bypocrisy 
wherever they may appear, in equal abhor- 
rence with the writer, and feel it equally 
our duty to expose them to public odium 
and disgust.—New- York Ev. Post. 

Awakenings and Revivals.—Among the 
evil effects of revivals in religion their efii- 





cacy in destroying the courtesies and civil- 
ities among neighbors, and breaking up the 
customary reciprocations of friendship and, 
affection, may be reckoned as one of some 
magnitude, ‘This is peculiarly the case a- 
ynong the female sex. The spiritual pride, 
which is uniformly the result of a suppos- 
ed conversion, leads its possessor to look 
upon her unconverted companions, as being 
less favored than herself, and while, with 
great complacency, she views herself as 
one of the elect of God, she cannot forbear 
to treat them as outcasts from his kingdom, 
as vessels of wrathy and beings, who are to 
have no part or lot with her in the bappi- | 
ness of heaven, a 





We cen hardly credit soma of the ace, 
counts which are given of the méthods used | 
by the persons who have been the most bu- | 
sy in getting up the present revival, as it is | 
called in this city, but if half of them are | 
true, the forbearance of those who, for the 
sake of peace, refrain from giving to imper- 
tinence its just punishment, is a subject of | 
admiration. One instaice of most cruel 
as Well as impertinent interference in a do- | 
miestic circle, we will relate, because we! 
are at liderty to name the authority on 


——— 


which it is told. A clergyman called t, 
visit a lady during the absence of her hy;. 
band, and made the customary inquiries, 
respecting the state of her mind, &c. Hg 
took her infant in his arms, kissed it, and 
said ** How dreadful it is to think that gs 
beautiful and innocent a being should be 
sent to hell for the sins of its pa. 
rents !"? The effect of such an exclama. 
tion on a mother may be better conceived 
than described. Such was not the lan. 
guago of the founder of the christian reli. 
gion, nor did he use such means to propa. 
gate his faith ; and we submit to every so- 
ber-minded christian, whether the man who 
is guilty of such an outrage upon the feel. 
ings of a mother, should not rather bea 
tenant of an insane hospital, than suffered 
to violate the rites of hospitality. 

We have heard of numerous instances 
where young ladies and children had been 
invited to parties, to pass, as they suppos- 
ed, an evening of social intercourse and in- 
offensive amusement, but which have pro- 
ved to be prayer-mectings or conferences ; 
and young females, who thought it no sin 
to decorate their persons with some degree 
of fashion and elegance, have been rudely 
rebuked by a certain half-civilized missior- 
ary, who is supported in his career of im- 
pudence and idleness by two or three fam. 
ilies at the westerly part of the city. 

The original of the following letter is 
now in our possession, and was given us by 
the gentleman, to whose daughter it was 
directed. We have copied it verbatim, o- 
mitting names, that the reader may judge 
for himself whether it would not be more 
honorable to the father of the author (a 
girl of 12 or 14 years old) who, by the bye 
is one of our rich men, to patherto some 
other than a Sunday school. 

Dear friend 

i have not seen you for so long i thought ! 
Would write youa letter are you still an 
enemy to Christ omy dear girl you must 
perish if you dont repent o what a dread- 
ful situation you are in do Come to the 
saviour now dont put it of you may not 
have another minute god is angry With the 
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Wicked every day and he is angry with 
you you can never be happy till you have 
given your heart up to Christ god is look- 
ing don upon you o my dear do be recon- 
ciled to god dont go onno longer the broad 
road to destruction you must perish if you 
dont repent dont greve the holy spirit any 
longer 
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please to answer 


this letter A. B. 





From the Boston Universalist Magazine. 
A view of God and Heaven, 


By Dr. Emmons, the celebrated fatalist of Pranktia, 




















Massachusetts. 

“Tf a realizingsense of the sovereignty 
if God leads his friends to submit to it in 
his world, then we must suppose, that it 
will lead them to submit to it in the world 
ocome. Divine sovereignty is as uniim- 
ted in duration as inextent. It will be 
jisplayed in time to come, as it has been in 
ime past, and it willbe far more clearly 
displayed when time shall be no more. In 
future state it willbe seen, not only in 
Micting good and bad men while passing 
through life ; butin forming their diamet- 
‘ically opposite characters, and fitting them 
or their diametrically different conditions 
hrougheternity. Then all the objects of 
ivine election, and of divine reprobation, 
vill appear together, and in the most strik- 
ing contrast. Thus it will be seen, that 
ne parent was taken and another left, one 
hiid taken and another left, one friend ta- 
ken and anotuer left. Then God will 
onfer everlasting good upon one person, 
nd inflict everlasting evil upon another.— 

hen it will appear, that all the dispensa- 
tions of providence in this world are de- 
signed to lay, anddid actually lay a foun- 
dation for endlessjoy, and endless sorrow. 
And who can doubt whether it will not be 
as tying to a parent, to see a child die an 
eternal as a temporal death ; or as trying 
to a child, to see a parent die an eternal 
asa temporal deatb ; or as trying to a hus- 
band, to see a wife die an eternal as a tem. 


a husband die an eternal as a temporal 
death ; or as tryingto a friend, to see a 
friend die an eternal as a temporal death. 
The final separation of the wicked from 
the righteous, will! excite unspeakably 
higher sensibility in their pious hearts, 
than any separation, bereavement, or af- 
fliction ever did, while they were passing 
through the fiery tria!s of their probationa- 
ry states ; and in this case it is certain,that 
their sensibility must be either submission, 
or unsubmission. It must, and it cannot 
be unsabmission ; but it must be, and it 
wili be perfectly submission. The bright 
and brightening display of divine sovereign- 
ty, will perpetuaily awaken and increase 
their love to it, and sweetly constrain them 
to sing,‘ Amen, Alleluia,’ while they are 
continually beholding * the smoke of the 
torments ofthe damned ascending for ever 
and ever.” The friends of God will be 
cordially and unreservedly submissive to 
his sovereignty, as long as they and he shall 
exist.” 

If this be God’s true character, and if 
thisbe a just representation of his capri- 
cious choice, and of the condition of the 
saints in the future world, no one can re- 
joice that he reigns, feel satisfied with his 
partiality, or desirea heaven of agony, in 
witnessing eternal death. This makes God 
nore inexorabie than the heathen Jupiter, 
and gives hima cruelty of purpose, at which 
allthe gods of the Pavtheon’would recoil 
in horror. I could sooner be a Turk, a 
Deist, yea an Atheist than } could believe 
this. For itis lessabsurdto deny the ve. 
ry being of God, than to make him an Al- 
mighty tyrant.” The above view of God’s 
sovereignty is so totally opposed by scrip= 
ture and reason, that both must be thrown 
away to adopt it. HERMES. 
Blessed aro they that mourn: for they 
shal! be comforted. Biessed are the meek: 
fox they shall inherit the earth. Blessed 


are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shali be filled. 





poral death ; or as trying to a wife, to me; 





Scripture. 
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MEDITATION ON CREATION AND PROVI- 
DENCE. 
Lord, when my raptured thoughts survey's 
Creation’s beauties o'er, 
All nature joins to teach thy praise, 
And bid my soul adore. 





Where’er I turn my gazing eyes, 
‘Thy radiaot footsteps shine ; 

Ten thousand pleasing wonders rise, 
And speak their source divine. 


Tie living tribes of countless forms, 
Tn earth and sea and air ; 

The meanest flies, the smallest worms, 
Almighty power declare. 


A!! rose to life at thy command, 
And wait their daiiy food 

From thy paternal, bounteous hand, 
Exhaustless Spring of good! 


The meads, array’d in smiling green, 
With wholesome herbage crown'd 5 

The fields with corn, a richer scene, 
Spread thy full bounties round, 


The fruiifu! tree, the blooming flower, 
In varied charms appear ; 

Their varied charms display thy power, 
Thy goodness ai) declare. 


The sun’s productive quick ning beams 
The growing verdure spread ; 

Refreshing rains and cooling streams 
His gentle infiuence aid. 


The moon and stars his absent light 
Supply with borrowed rays, 

And deck the sable veil of night, 
And speak their Maker’s praise. 


Thy wisdom, pow’r and goodness, Lord, 
In all thy works appear ; 

And O Jet man thy praise record ; 
Man, thy distinguish'd care. 


From Thee the breath of life he drew ; 
That breath, that power maintains ; 
Thy tender mercy ever new, 
His brittle frame sustains. 


Yet nobler favors claim his praise, 
Of reason’s light possest ; 

By revelation's brighter rays. 
Stil) more divinely blest. 


Thy Providence, his constant guard 
When threat’ning woes tmpend, 
Or will th’ impending dangers ward, 

Or-timely succcurs lend. 


On me that Providence has shone 
With gentlesmiling rays ; 

O let my lips and life make known 
Thy goodness, and thy praise. 

All bounteous Lord, thy grace impart ; 
O teach me to improve 

Thy gifts with ever greateful heart, 
And crown them with thy love. 





A gentleman in Utica, (N. J.) has re. 


quested us to give the name of the Widow 
lady residing in Vernon, who has beep 
thrown into a state of insanity by the |:. 
bors of Mr. Asahel Nettleton. This re. 
quest is made, we are informed in conse. 
quence of some of the friends and admirers 
of Mr. N. in the vicinity of Utica, pronoun. 
cing the account to be false, and got up by 
the enemies of revivals, (and consequently 
of RELIGION) to destroy the pious la. 
bors of this man of God (so called) and te 
stop the progress of the work of the 
Lord. 

The anfortunate woman’s name is Patyz, 
and our only reason for not giving the 
name at first, was, our unwillingness to 
wound tho feelings of those relatives, who 
are already sufficiently afflicted in the mis. 
eries of their friend. Should any person 
still doubt the accoont, if they will take the 
trouble of a journey to the town of Ver. 
non, in the county of Hartford, and state 
of Connecticut, they can have occular den- 
onstration of its truth. Beholding a poor 
miserable being, enduring all the horror 
of confirmed delirium prodaced by blind 
fanaticism, and the cunning craftiness of a 
zealous enthusiast ; and if they should’de- 
sire further information as to the effects of 
Mr. N.’s labors, they may visit the family 
of the unfortunate Mr. Fuller, in the town 
of Somers, who was a convert of his, ani 
who in a state of mental derangement, at 
tempted to kill his wife by beating her ts 
death, and his child by cutting its throat. 


Our friends may rest assured, that no 
circumstance, like the one alluded to, will 
ever appear as an original article in the 
“ Religious Inquirer,” unless we ere fully 
persoaded of its trutk and have the means 
in our power of proving the fact.—And 
should names be withkeld, it will be from 
motives of delicacy towards those concert 
ed.—Rel. Inquirer. 











PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY IN 
ADVANCE.—H. A. SALISBURY, 
PRINTER. 


7 et & 


— 














Age CPA Ep RY 













OM, VEER, 




















































